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| always enjoy the spring time and visit-
ing classrooms to teach water safety. |
love hearing students repeat the phone

number they must call for emergencies.

And | find their answers interesting to

Dondét Miss Our Next DPCA Me mmﬂﬂmv

The DPCA General Meeting will be Thursday, August 13th

from 1:30-3 pm at Banner Desert Medical Center, in the COALIT|ON OF ARIZONA

Auditorium of the Education Building. (Enter off of Dobson,

park in the garage just south of the ED) Please join us!

Articles Wanted. We are looking for article submissions for

the DPCA newsletter AThe Spl asho. Artic VOLUME

mational in nature and relative to the majority of members.

Special Points of

Please submit articles for consideration to Mich- Interest:
ele.long@mesaaz.gov. Articles will be placed based on
space available. . A Day on the
Editor: Michele Long lakeé Keep i Whenever friends/family are
Contributing editors this month: Tiffaney Isaacson, Ed o gettlng ready for a day on the
Huntsman sate: water, whether at a local lake,
A ] ] the river, or the ocean, | al-
"' . Visionaries win i ’
> N ways tell them, "Keep a good
day good!"
eventdfown‘ngs'org e Membership
Updates It ’s a simple statement really,
A’ and it ’s meant to emphasize

an awareness of where they
are and what they 're doing—
all of the time!

m the DPCA Pre5|dent

adults, it almost always is a fatal-
ity.

It ’s all too easy to relax and
lose touch with our sense of
situational or self-awareness,
especially after being in the
sun all day, bounced around
by wind and waves. And kids
can often drift away quietly,

www.preventdrownings.org.

Keeping everyone safe around
water is the goal. We have to be- |
lieve it can happen to us and we |

It is significant that when adults
struggle in the water, they usually

the question, At wdieat age is it ok mastfollowthe water safety rules : .
you to swim by yourself?0 i no matter how old we are. | INSIDE THIS their absence not noticed.
Why do adults drown? I ISSUE:
Some answers are fil2,0 Al5,0 A17, 0 Be Good. Be Safe. ' Add alcohol to the mix, and
fi22,0 fA34,0 even i8I0t &@s Omzualfl { hiee ba kaiGchnitite i ndi vi dufpl Drowning 2 the likelihood that a good day
answers was, fWhen iysuftedng feommmedical contli- 6  President I Impact will remain good can rapidly
tion or is under the influence of A diminish
They are always surprised to hear that ~ prescription medication, street [ Wareness '
you are never old enough to swim drugs or alcohol. And more signifi- Month . .
alone.l explain to t hecantyhoareknewtheywgreinst as | | - The Netlonal Safe Boating
easy for adults to get hurt in water as it the water until it was too late. [ nneeao 2 Council tells us there are four
is for children. | remind them that if | Event
donoét follow the s aTheDrgwninglPtewstioneCoalitiort h e | Resources?
is no one there to help me get out of of Arizona is working on collateral I Special Trib
the water, | can drown. information to share across the pecial Trb- 3
State of simple safety reminders | Wit o [l
When you look at the statsonthe Chil- f or adul t s: Dondt S 1 d [ Martin
drenbés Safety Zone Donét Swim Under th
(www.childrensafetyzone.com/safety/ | _
safetyl.html), you can track the year-to  If you are interested in obtaining I Presidengds
-date numbers for adult and child water  copies of these materials or to see Letter
-involved incidents. It is extremely in- what other options you have to |
teresting to me that there are far more supplement/complement your wa-
incidents involving children than adults; ter safety materials, visit the re- I
however, if we go on drowning calls on  sources area of our website. ]
/
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basic principles we can follow :

1. Wearing life jackets saves
lives — Wear yours!

2. Boating education saves
lives — Take a class!

3. A safe boat, saves lives —
Get a vessel safety check!

4. Sober boating saves lives
— Don 't drink alcohol or use
illegal drugs!

Boating-safety courses are
available through the Arizona
Game and Fish Department,
the Power Squadron or the
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

According to the 2008 U.S.

Coast Guard boating statistics,

Arizona ranked 30th in the
nation in the number of boats
registered. Yet, a five-year
summary of boating accident
statistics shows Arizona has
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Boaters Cautioned to Practice S

consistently been in the top
eight states for the total num-
ber of reported accidents. Of
the eight people that perished
in a boating accident last year,
four died from drowning.

Remember to wear a life
jacket any time you are near
or on water and refrain from
drinking and driving a boat or
swimming — learn to swim
and take a boater-education
class.

You can get additional infor-
mation about water safety and
boating education at the fol-
lowing websites:

DPCA ’s website

www.azgfd.gov/boating.

al |
on

Let 6s
good! "

"Keep

a g
Ari zonabs

0]
Ed Huntsman,
AZ Game & Fish Department

DPCA Recognizes Leaders with Annual @\rds

for her unrelenting dedication
and passion in moving the
coalition forward through the
development of the web site
and statewide expansion of
the coalition.
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