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Please join us!

Marana Operations Facility in the Mesquite Room located at
5100 W. Ina, Tucson, AZ.

Articles Wanted. We are looking for article submissions for
the DPCA newsletter “The Splash”. Articles should be informa-
tional in nature and relative to the majority of members. Please

submit articles for consideration to Michele.long@mesaaz.gov
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by May 30. Articles will be placed based on space available.

Drowning Prevention Leaders Receive National Recognition

Individuals who have achieved extraordi-
nary success with their efforts to prevent
drowning were recognized at the National
Drowning Prevention Alliance’s (NDPA)
National Drowning Prevention Symposium
held in Miami Florida in February.

Olympian Cullen Jones was the recipient
of the group’s highest honor, the NDPA
Lighthouse Award. Jones has utilized his
achievements as a Gold Medalist on the
2008 U.S. Olympic Swim Team to make a
difference in the lives of children across the
nation.

Seven NDPA Community Lifesaver
Awards were presented. This award was
created by the NDPA to honor exceptional
work in the advancement of drowning pre-
vention at the community or regional level
through education, research, public aware-
ness, legislative changes, or engineering
advancements. Selected winners were
peer-nominated and selected by the NDPA
board of directors based on award criteria.

Winners included a few of our own coali-

tion.

Carol Achs and Druann Letter of
Phoenix, AZ were recognized for their
work in developing the Water
Watcher's Program, a major educa-
tional initiative for children, and for
increasing public awareness of water
safety. Jonny Johnson, President of
the NDPA said the board recognized
that “they turned grief to advocacy and
action after the drowning death of
Letter’s son and Ach’s grandson Wes-
ton Letter. The Water Watcher’s pro-
gram, now part of Phoenix Children’s
Hospital, is a model water safety pro-
gram and curriculum designed for
primary school students.”

Tim Flood, M.D., from the Arizona
Department of Health was selected for
a Lighthouse Award for “his unrelent-
ing work and personal dedication in
facilitating and promoting research and
data projects that have advanced

drowning prevention efforts across the

nation, and particularly in the state of
Arizona. Dr. Flood produces a com-
prehensive yearly report on Arizona
drownings that could be used as a
model for other states looking to en-
hance their data collection and report-
ing systems,” Johnson said.

Michele Long with Mesa Fire De-
partment was selected “for her dedica-
tion in following an academic model to
develop, implement and evaluate an
effective water safety program. Her
approach to education on the public
health issue of drowning is an example
the judges felt that all other programs
could benefit by emulating. Long’s
program has effectively decreased
drowning in Maricopa County Arizona,
which has had one of the highest per
capita drowning rates in the country,”
according to Johnson.

To learn more about the National
Drowning Prevention Alliance, visit

www.NDPA.org .
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The Drowning Prevention Coali-
tion of Central Arizona,
(DPCCA) has a new name, and
an even more impressive goal of
advocating drowning prevention
statewide.

Recently, the Board of Directors
voted to accept all statewide
applications and modify the name
to reflect the change. The new
name is Drowning Prevention
Caoalition of Arizona, (DPCA).

In voting to expand the coalition
to a state wide advocacy, mem-
bership will be offered to all
agencies and individuals inter-
ested in furthering the layered
safety message of Block, Watch
and Learn around water.

Arizona Department of Health
Serviceds st a
drowning is the leading cause of
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death to children in Arizona
among children |-4 years of age.

Experts agree that there is no
single method to prevent child
drowning. If used correctly, the
layers of protection combination
advocates direct supervision and
provides time in the event of
loosing track of a child.

As a state wide organization, the
diverse representation of all
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Drowning Coalition Expands State Wide

coalition members will provide
great strength in representing all
issues surrounding drowning
prevention.

The coalition started in 1990 as
a community-based organization
comprised of parents, health and
safety professionals, and business
leaders to provide a forum to
prevent drowning and near
drowning through the promotion
of education, legislation action
and enhanced safety products.

In 2004, they helped to organize
the first national group, the Na-
tional Drowning Prevention Alli-
ance, (NDPA).

For more information about of
the DPCA, including how to be
come a member, please visit our
twebsite at
www.preventdrownings.org

Virginia Graeme Pool & Safety Act

On Dec. 20, 2008, the Virginia
Graeme Baker Pool and Spa
Safety Act officially went into
effect. The Act was passed to
reduce the number of injuries
and deaths attributed to unsafe
drain covers.

Children and adults nationwide
have experienced life threatening
injuries or have been killed by
mechanical (necklace), hair limb,
body suction entrapments, or
suffered evisceration or disem-
bowelment, simply because drain

covers were not designed prop-
erly.

The law is named for the grand-
daughter of former Secretary of
State James A. Baker, lll, who
joined Graeme0s
Baker, and Safe Kids USA in a
three-year advocacy campaign for
the legislation. In 2002, at the age
of 7 Graeme Baker died in a spa
after the powerful suction of a
drain entrapped her underwater.

Most of the Act is of concern to
the pool and spa builder. How-

ever the lay public needs to un-
derstand there are several points
that affect them and how they
may ensure the safety of their
pool and

Phot he
Visit the
Pool and Sp
Safety Act
page under

Safety Tips

on the DPCA website for these
tips and links for more informa-
tion.


http://www.NDPA.org
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that impact
drowning prevention in
our state .

Meet the Board & Advisory Team

The DPCA is pleased to intro-
duce our executive team to
include the Board of Directors
and Advisory Board.

The Board of Directors serve
a two year term with one half
the membership up for re-
election each year.

Our current Board Executive
Committee is: President -Lori
Schmidt, Scottsdale Fire De-
partment; Treasurer - Ed Swift,
Swift Office Solutions; Secre-
tary - Tiffaney Isaacson, Water
Watcherdos at P
drends Hospita

The Drowning Prevention
Coalition of Arizona offers
mini grants of up to $1000
annually to help further
drowning prevention educa-
tion across the state of Ari-
zona.

If you, or an organization that
you know of could benefit
from this support, please com-
plete the application and re-

Have you joined DPCA yet?
Membership allows you many
benefits including providing
input into key issues that im-
pact drowning awareness in
our state.

The DPCA is pleased to wel-
come the following organiza-
tions/renewals to our mem-
bership:

Az Dept of Health Services,
Aloha Aquatic Center, Banner

THE SPLASH

2009-2010 Board members
are: Jay Arthur, Phoenix Fire
Department; Tracey Brown,
Banner
Marin Davies, Valley of the Sun
United Way; John Harrington,
Banner Del E. Webb Medical
Center; Ed Huntsman, AZ
Game & Fish Dept,; Linda
Kirby, Phoenix Fire Depart-
ment; Tracey Koslowski,
Drexel Heights Fire Depart-
ment; Michele Long, Mesa Fire
Department; Kerry Martin,
City of Phoenix Parks & Rec-

Flegtignnadd fon Sgegzﬁcént'ena,

turn it to the board of direc-
tors.

Grant applications must be
filled out completely, and must
include a description of the
project and how it will benefit
the community.

Programs need to include the
layered message of water
safety, 0Bl
Learndé or a

Membership Updates

Baywood Heart Hospital, Ban-
ner
der Creek Pools, Central AZ
Chapter of AZ Pool & Spas,
City of Phx Aquatics, D & D
Technologies, Foundation for
Aquatic Safety, Independent.
Pool & Spa Service Assoc.
Scottsdale Chapter, Hubbard
Family Swim School, Infant
Swimming Resources, La-Z-
Boy Furniture Galleries, Mesa
Fire Dept, Peoria Police & Fire

ock,

compatiL\"e\n -

Queen Creek Fire Depart-
ment.

Our Advisory Group which

Childre %rg\/?des 'd_lrgcﬁoR dnd a@SiL-;

tance to the board but does
not include voting rights is: Bev
Burns, Tempe Fire Depart-
ment; Dr. Tim Flood, Arizona
Department of Health Ser-
vices; Dewey Leitch, Salt River
Project; Robin Neal, Phoenix
Childrends Hospital
Needham, SwimGirls, Mike
Tellef, Peoria Police & Fire
Department; Tina Royer, City
of Scottsdale Aquatics.

Mini Grants Available to Members

sage. Applications are open to
all coalition members.

For more information, contact
the DPCA President, Lori
Schmidt at Scottsdale Fire
Department.
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Depts., Phoenix Chil
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Salt River Project, Scottsdale
Fire Dept, Southwest Ambu-
lance, Swift Office Solutions,
Swim Neptune, Tempe Fire
Dept, Teacher Linda Inc. and
Valley of the Sun United Way.

For more information and an
application go to:
www.preventdrownings.org
and click on our membership

page.
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Can Your Group Benefit From Our Web Site?
!

DPCAGs active dr
programs and continued collabora-
tion among water safety profession-
als has made a solid impact in the
state.

Could your organization benefit
from being a
website?

par

The DPCA website can provide
you the opportunity to post all of
your safety programs and events on
our monthly event calendar, offer-
ing you greater statewide exposure.

Our website posts the latest trends
and data in the field, presenting you

F YOU DON'T PUT A BARRIER ARCUMD YOUR POCL,

EVENTUALLY SOMEORE ELSE WILL.

DRAWNING

the opportunity to design your
educational efforts with factual, up-
to-date local and national informa-

n tion.

00urweb- At DPCA, our goals

SIE POSIS e to offer you the
the latest  greatest chance of
trends and  success by keeping
dat ad youin touch with

many areas of water

safety including: local
and national water safety experts;
ideas, tips and programs that actu-
ally work and impact the commu-
nity; and to provide ongoing edu-
cation on current trends and issues.

Check us out at:

www.preventdrownings.org

Message from the DPCA President ...

| could picture it clearly. | still can.
| had to work on a Saturday. When
| got home, my husband took a
deep breath and began to tell me of
an incident with the girls in the pool
earlier in the day.

Savannah, 3 at the time, had a swim
ring around her waist. She found it
to be quite entertaining to jump
into the pool, swim to the platform
step, crawl out and do it again. It
was a pattern she repeated again
and again. Bennie was tracking her
out of the corner of his eye while
he played with our older daughter
Amanda, who was 6. He turned to
check on Savannah when he real-
ized that the last time she jumped
in she had tipped over. She was
head first in the water, legs flailing
about.

He quickly righted her and pulled
her to him. Her eyes big, water
pouring off her face, she said to
hi m, oDaddy, |
you but you

I look at her now at age 8 and | can
still see that stunned 3-year-0 | d 8 s

was
coul dhdDrowhing Brdventi®ECodltion

face.

When | think of this, | realize how
lucky we were that day. And |
become renewed in my resolve to
keep families from the tragedy of a
silent scream.

Water safety is something we must
be diligent and passionate about at
all times. Itis why | am so excited
about the growth of the Drowning
Prevention Coalition. It is a com-
munity that provides an incredible
opportunity to educate, connect
and share with colleagues, stake-
holders and partners about water
safety.

launched last fall, is continually up-
dated with water-safety related stats,
stories and prevention tips. The
calendar is the highlight of the site. It
is the perfect place to post your
events and make your call for volun-
teer help. We want this to be the
premiere water safety resource for
Arizona, with the most current and
accurate information statewide. If
you have suggestions for additions,
please let us know.

Thank you for your passion and car-
ing for this most preventable of inju-
ries. We appreciate your dedication
and hope to see you at our next
general meeting.

And wedve gone s tBeGoodyBe fafe,! Earl i
this year, the Coalition officially Lori Schmidt President
dropped the o0Central 6 out of our

name. By extending our hands
across the state, we are able to
share ideas and help each other
with new ways to prevent drown-
ing. )
ScCreami ng
website
(www.preventdrownings.org),

for
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Need help coming up

with ideas or safety tips

for a particular topic

on water safety?

Check out
website and click on
Safety Tips.

You will find

information and safety
tips on many subjects

including:
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t
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